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The  Jouster  

   Nationals winner Arthur Anasov starts between Dave Neilsen, to windward, and Dave Ellis in the Southerns                 

Once again the Windmill fleet was delighted with the hospitality of the Davis Island Yacht Club 

as we gathered on ñThe Pointò for rigging and launching. We were the featured class at the annual 

Thanksgiving Regatta with a total of 139 boats in seven classes. 

In a generally windy series, Arthur Anosov and crew Jeremy Hopkins (5527) shook off an early 

challenge from John Jennings/Julie Valdez (3803) to capture the Windmill Southern Championship.                

They had a 2-1-1-1-1 record in a fourteen boat fleet.  

Many Windmillers were present on Friday November 28 for rigging and some practice sailing, 

but lack of wind prevented any sailing until the latter part of the afternoon. Saturday found  moderate 

breezes (8-10 mph) which gradually increased throughout the day. The Windmills shared their course 

with the Lightening and Flying Scot classes but there was almost no interference among the classes, a 

great credit to the race committee. After two WL course twice  around Photo's by Marcey Sherman 
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races, the later three races included a jibe mark for a triangle followed by WL to finish.  

Jennings made a superb start in the first race and moved wonderfully well to weather to lead at 

all marks. Anosov battled his way to a solid second ahead of Lon Ethington/Meg Gimmi (3886), with 

Dave Ellis/Brandon Stenson (5528 with old 5001 sails!) and Dan/Selina Fontaine (4400/5000 sails) 

rounding out the top 5 and all of those finishing quite closely together.  As the winds increased, Anosov 

used his heavier crew weight (along with outstanding sail-handling by Jeremy) to power through the 

waves and dominate the subsequent races. Jennings hung tough with 2-3-2 finishes until the final race 

where he was on the wrong side of the first beat and hanging on to a top five finish until he capsized jib-

ing after rounding the final windward mark. Much to their credit, John and Julie righted the boat and 

finished 8th, thus assuring themselves of a hard-earned and well-deserved runnerup spot in the series. 

The second race had Ethington again third with Dave Neilsen/Sarah Strohl 4th (5150, Daveôs sails, but 

sailing Ethan Bixbyôs boat) a bit ahead of Allen/Nicholas Chauvenet (5187).  

Past President Bill Blanton and daughter Chesa had not fared well in  the opening two races but 

cranked it up to challenge Anosov and actually beat Jennings in race number 3. Ethington and Ellis 

rounded out the top 5.  

Race 4 saw Jennings regain his runner-up spot ahead of the Blantons with Neilsen/Strohl show-

ing outstanding form to take 4th, beating Ethington/Gimmi for the first time in the series. Dave Ellis and 

Roy Sherman made hard contact at the final mark (the actual finish involves rounding the ñleewardò 

mark and a very short reach to the committee boat and finish line) leading to Ellis taking a RAF which 

dropped him out of the battle for 3-4-5 in the series. The final race found Anosov with a very large lead 

and only Neilsen/ Strohl, sailing his best race of the series, challenging. This runner-up position was ex-

actly what Dave and Sarah needed to edge Blanton for 4th overalléthey were tied after 4 races and the 

Blantons recorded an otherwise fine 3rd in the race. Ellis showed fine form in recovering for 4th in this 

race while Ethingtonôs steady 5th place secured the 3rd position.  

There was no racing on Sunday as very strong winds made the Bay too rough for the three 

classes on the Windmill course and thus the Saturday results stood.  

It is noteworthy that 4 boats were being sailed by ñnewò Windmillers and 1 (Sackellares) by a 

returning sailor out of action for several years. This speaks well for the class and especially for the ef-

forts of Dan Fontaine in promotion of the class in Florida (Dan sailed very well in the first race but a 

leaking hull shortened his regatta).  

 Noteworthy also was Dave Ellis sailing 

with Brandon Stensen, a member of Sea Scout 

Ship 915, the newest Windmill Fleet. Unfortu-

nately, illness prevented Ship leader Joel 

Heyne from sailing the Shipôs Windmill which 

had competed in the Carlisle Cup regatta a few 

weeks prior to the Southerns  
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ing racing. The fastest boats seemed to sail 

with a little twist in the mainsail and jib and did 

not point quite as high as would be the case in 

smooth water. 

 Some boats took on a lot of water over 

the bow. Others sat aft about a foot and both 

crew leaned well aft on the face of the steepest 

waves. Bailers stayed open most of the time. 

DIYC Vice Commodore Antolin Rivera 


